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Count?  Borough  of  Most  Bromwich. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  West  Bromwich 

Education  Committee. 

Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School 
Medical  Service  for  the  year  1919,  I  wish  in  the  first  place  to 
thank  Drs.  A.  Alexander,  S.  Dudley  Gill,  X.  Hodgetts  and  R. 
Trimble,  for  the  way  in  which  they  carried  on  the  inspection  and 
treatment  of  ailing  children  during  my  absence  on  military 
service.  At  a  time  when  the  profession  was  considerably  depleted, 
and  all  private  practitioners  were  overburdened  with  work,  I  am 
aware  that  it  was  frequently  at  considerable  personal  incon¬ 
venience  that  they  attended  regularly  at  the  inspection  clinic  and 
did  much  to  relieve  the  suffering  of  children  afflicted  with  that 
unromantic  yet  frequently  very  distressing  group  of  complaints 
known  officially  as  “  minor  ailments.” 

The  work  of  these  doctors,  splendidly  supported  by  that  of 
Miss  Barlow  and  the  staff  of  the  District  Nursing  Association,  is 
undoubtedly  responsible  for  keeping  down  uncleanliness,  such  as 
verminous  heads  and  bodies,  scabies  and  impetigo,  to  a  compar¬ 
atively  low  level.  The  absence  of  the  father  in  the  army  and  the 
mother  and  elder  girls  in  the  factory  brought  about  a  condition  of 
home  neglect  of  the  younger  children  which  is  quite  unusual  in 
the  Borough,  and  which  was  most  conducive  to  the  spread  of  these 
“dirt  diseases”  so  constantly  brought  into  the  home  by  soldiers 
on  short  leave  from  the  trenches. 

Scabies  and  pediculosis  were  only  prevented  from  becoming 
wide  spread  in  the  schools  by  the  vigilance  of  the  teachers  and 
school  nurses,  and  the  prompt  treatment  of  cases  as  they  arose. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scabies  is  of  course  still  considerably 
higher  than  in  pre-war  days,  but  is  far  lower  than  it  would  have 
been  had  great  care  not  been  exercised  by  all  concerned  with  the 
welfare  of  the  child  at  school. 

SCHOOL  NURSES. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  record  in  this  report  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  Miss  Barlow  and  Miss  Hunt  from  the  District  Nursing 
Association. 

Since  the  inception  of  School  Medical  Inspection  in  1908, 
these  two  ladies  with  an  ever  changing  group  of  nurses  have  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  of  school  nurses,  and  the  effect  of  their  efforts 
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on  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  school  children  can  best  be 
judged  by  comparing  the  percentage  of  children  found  to  be 
verminous  on  routine  inspection  in  1911  and  1915,  i.e ,  20*9  %  and 
12*5  %  respectively;  the  latter  figure  including  10*8%  in  which 
there  were  nits  only,  the  former  figure  referring  only  to  those 
cases  in  which  live  vermin  were  seen  by  the  Medical  Inspector. 
Valuable  as  their  work  has  been  and  much  as  they  are  missed, 
neither  doctor,  teacher,  parent  or  child,  will  begrudge  them  their 
well  earned  rest. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  splendid  way  in 
which  Miss  Robinson,  Miss  Crook  and  the  rest  of  the  new  staff  of 
the  District  Nursing  Association  have  taken  up  the  work  of  school 
nursing. 

Miss  Robinson’s  appointment  as  superintendent  coincided 
almost  exactly  with  my  return  from  the  army,  and  the  nurses 
routine  work  at  the  clinic  and  the  schools  was  therefore  re¬ 
established  on  its  pre-war  footing  at  once,  and  during  the  year 
was  considerably  extended,  especially  at  the  clinic,  where  a  nurse 
has  been  in  attendance  with  the  dentist  every  morning,  and  has 
treated  minor  ailments  in  the  afternoon,  with  assistance  on  each 
afternoon  on  which  the  School  Medical  Officer  attended. 

The  number  of  attendances  increased  to  such  an  extent  that 
in  June  I  found  it  necessary  to  submit  a  special  report  to  the 
Committee  requesting  that  sub-clinics  should  be  opened  in  various 
parts  of  the  town  to  which  children  from  certain  groups  of  schools 
could  be  referred  after  inspection  by  the  School  Medical  Super¬ 
visor  at  the  main  clinic.  By  this  means  it  was  clear  that 
more  regular  treatment  would  be  possible  and  less  school  time 
would  be  lost,  while  in  some  instances  the  period  of  exclusion 
would  be  considerably  curtailed.  At  the  same  time  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Nursing  Association  considered  that  the  time  of 

her  nurses  would  be  utilised  more  economically. 

» 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  start  the  scheme  of  sub-clinics 
before  the  end  of  the  year,  but  a  start  has  now  been  made  with 
most  satisfactory  results,  and  extensions  of  the  scheme  are  being 
arranged  for. 

ROUTINE  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  under  review  no  routine  examinations  by  the 
School  Medical  Supervisor  were  undertaken,  but  each  school  was 
inspected  twice  during  the  year  by  Miss  Robinson,  and  a  return 
visit  was  paid  within  three  weeks  by  one  of  the  nurses  to  re-inspect 
those  found  to  be  verminous.  All  bad  cases  were  submitted  by  the 
Superintendent  or  her  assistants  to  the  School  Medical  Super¬ 
visor,  by  whom  they  and  their  parents  were  summoned  to  attend 
at  the  School  Clinic  In  no  instance  throughout  the  year  was  it 
found  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Children’s  Act,  though 
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in  several  instances  parents  Lad  to  be  very  definitely  told  the 
legal  consequences  of  delay  or  obstruction. 

In  the  absence  of  routine  medical  inspection  all  ailing  cases 
were,  as  in  previous  years,  reported  to  the  clinic  by  the  Head 
Teachers  or  Nurses,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the  discrimination 
exercised  by  these  that  out  of  1,396  cases  submitted  only  eight 
were  found  on  medical  inspection  to  require  neither  treatment  or 
observation. 

Of  the  1,396  children  (645  boys  and  751  girls),  704  were  seen 
more  than  once  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

Details  of  the  defects  and  the  result  of  treatment  are  set  out 
in  Tables  II.  and  IV.,  and  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  do  more  than 
briefly  refer  to  some  of  the  more  common  classes  of  defect. 

Skin  Defects. 

Verminous  Heads.  The  106  cases  were  those  in  which  there 
was  considerable  neglect,  and  the  warning  of  teachers  and  nurses 
was  of  no  avail.  After  being  seen  by  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
84  were  remedied  and  the  remaining  22  were  markedly  improved, 
but  were  still  under  observation  or  treatment. 

Scabies.  These  cases,  referred  to  earlier  as  considerably  in 
excess  of  pre-war  years,  have  given  a  great  deal  of  trouble  owing 
to  the  difficulty  in  supervising  bath  treatment  at  home,  and 
children  have  been  unfit  for  school  for  protracted  periods,  and  in 
some  instances  when  cured  have  become  re-infected  by  other 
members  of  the  family. 

It  is  expected  that  the  opening  of  the  Cleansing  Station  will 
have  a  very  marked  effect  on  the  incidence  of  the  disease  before 
next  winter,  especially  as  other  members  of  the  family  than  school 
children  can  be  treated  concurrehtly,  and  the  disinfection  of  the 
clothing  can  be  efficiently  carried  out. 

Defective  Vision. 

Until  December  6th  all  cases  of  this  class  were  sent  to  the 
District  Hospital  for  refraction,  notes  being  purchased  for  this 
purpose  by  the  Education  Committee.  The  system  was  not  satis¬ 
factory,  as  the  School  Medical  Officer  had  not  sufficient  control 
over  the  purchase  of  spectacles,  and  in  many  instances  the 
spectacles  were  not  obtained  when  ordered. 

On  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Armly  Ashkenny,  who  com¬ 
menced  duties  on  December  6th,  I  decided  that  he  should  utilise 
the  available  time  before  the  close  of  the  year  in  examining  as 
many  as  possible  of  the  outstanding  cases  of  defective  vision. 

During  the  war  a  contract  for  the  provision  of  spectacles  was 
allowed  to  lapse,  but  negotiations  were  in  progress  at  the  end  of 
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1919,  and  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  new  year  a  con¬ 
tract  was  signed  with  a  firm  of  opticians  in  Birmingham  at  rates 
considerably  less  than  those  which  had  been  charged  when  the 
parents  were  making  their  own  purchases. 

All  spectacles  prescribed  by  the  School  Medical  Officer 
are  now  ordered  and  delivered  to  the  Education  Office,  the 
staff  of  which  recover  the  cost  from  the  parents  by  pay¬ 
ments  suited  to  the  individual  circumstances,  and  the  spectacles 
are  in  all  cases  tried  and  tested  on  the  child  by  the  Medical  Officer 
who  prescribed  them. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

These  cases  are  all  seen  by  the  School  Medical  Supervisor  at 
the  School  Clinic.  Those  requiring  operation  are  provided  with 
notes  to  the  District  Hospital  or  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Bir¬ 
mingham. 

In  many  cases  of  otorrhoea  the  parents  were  provided,  on  pay¬ 
ment,  with  drops  and  droppers,  after  having  repeatedly  watched 
the  nurse  use  them  at  the  clinic.  This  was  done  with  the  object 
of  reducing  the  loss  of  school  time  involved  in  a  daily  visit  from 
distant  schools.  The  result  has  not  been  encouraging,  as  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  child,  if  evident  at  all,  has  invariably  been  slow,  due 
no  doubt  to  neglect  or  inefficiency  of  treatment  or  both.  This 
system  has  therefore  been  largely  discarded,  and  where  drops  are 
given,  the  child  attends  at  least  twice  a  week  at  the  Clinic  for 
irrigation,  and  in  a  few  instances,  a  nurse  has  visited  the  home 
and  carried  out  the  treatment,  where  the  mother  has  been  unable 
for  domestic  reasons  to  bring  up  a  child  too  young  to  come  alone 
and  no  other  case  from  that  school  has  been  attending  the  Clinic 
at  the  time  who  could  take  charge  of  the  little  one. 

Tuberculous  Disease. 

Tuberculosis  whether  of  the  lungs  or  glands  is  invariably 
referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  where  a  special  session 
for  children  is  held  on  Saturday  mornings.  Bones  and  joints  are 
referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  notes  are 
provided  where  necessary  for  in-patient  treatment  and  X-liay 
examination. 

The  group  of  other  diseases  includes  a  considerable  number  of 
goitres,  in  many  of  which  symptoms  are  either  slight  or  absent. 
As  the  number  of  these  cases  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  it  is 
intended  to  complete  a  definite  investigation  of  the  extent  of  the 
condition  in  the  schools  in  1920,  and  if  possible  investigate  the 
cause. 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  the  y ear,  Mr.  B.  Martin, 
L.D.S ,  inspected  the  5,  6,  7  group  of  children  in  the  schools, 
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and  invited  all  in  need  of  treatment  who  did  not  elect  to  go  to  a 
private  dentist  to  attend  for  treatment  at  the  school  clinic. 

Inspections  and  charting  were  carried  out  on  five  afternoons 
a  week  at  the  schools,  an  average  of  40  children  being  seen  at  a 
session,  and  all  parents  being  invited  to  attend. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  on  six  mornings  a  week  at  the 
clinic.  Saturday  morning  being  set  aside  for  gas  cases  if  required, 
the  School  Medical  Supervisor  administering  the  anaesthetic. 

In  September  Mr.  Martin  left  the  Borough  to  take  up  a  more 
lucrative  appointment  under  the  Warwickshire  County  Council, 
and  the  Committee  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  in  his  place  Mr. 
J.  Moffatt  Macdonald,  L.D.S.,  a  gentleman  of  high  professional 
standing,  who  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  examined  and 
treated  the  “Leaver  Croup.” 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  proportion  of  cases  coming  up  for 
treatment  is  very  low,  especially  among  the  young  children. 
Parents  do  not  yet  sufficiently  realise  the  importance  of  early 
dental  treatment.  The  first  teeth  are  allowed  to  decay,  without 
any  attempt  at  arrest  or  control,  and  in  most  instances  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  pushed  out  by  the  second  teeth. 

This  practice  is  detrimental  to  the  health  and  development 
of  the  child  in  several  ways  The  presence  of  decaying  teeth  in 
the  mouth  causes  inflammation  and  tenderness  of  the  gums  which 
prevent  the  child  from  properly  chewing  food  and  so  increase  the 
difficulty  of  digestion,  reduce  the  amount  of  nourishment 
obtained  from  food,  and  cause  a  retardation  in  the  rate  of  growth 
and  development  of  the  body. 

The  presence  of  loosened  first  teeth  in  the  gums  is  sufficient 
to  cause  the  second  teeth  to  come  through  in  faulty  positions, 
which  tend  to  their  early  decay. 

All  children  should  be  carefully  trained  to  clean  their  teeth 
with  a  tooth  brush  regularly  night  and  morning.  If  a  child  has 
sore  gums  due  to  decayed  teeth,  he  will  naturally  avoid  using 
the  brush  as  vigorously  as  he  is  taught  to  do,  and  the  condition 
will  consequently  be  aggravated  by  the  presence  of  decaying  food 
substances  between  the  teeth. 

Even  where  tooth-brush  drill  is  performed  in  the  schools  the 
co-operation  of  the  parent  is  essential  if  any  permanent  good  is  to 
accrue,  since  good  habits  among  children  do  not  appear  to  be  so 
easily  formed. 

Every  opportunity  is  taken  by  the*  Medical  Officer  and 
Dentist  to  bring  home  to  parents  the  importance  of  proper 
attention  to  the  condition  of  the  teeth,  and  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
branches  of  the  School  Medical  work,  excellent  assistance  is 
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given  by  the  teachers,  whose  influence  on  the  parents  is 
invaluable. 

Table  VI.  sets  out  the  details  of  Dental  Inspection  and 
treatment. 

Physically  Defective. 

Deaf  and  Dumb.  Four  West  Bromwich  children  were  receiv¬ 
ing  education  at  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  Edgbaston,  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  and  were  seen  before  each  term  by  the  School 
Medical  Supervisor. 

One  fresh  case  was  certified  during  the  year  and  was  awaiting 
admission. 

The  progress  of  most  of  the  children  is  remarkable,  but  one 
boy  shows  signs  of  mental  deficiency,  and  will  be  carefully  con¬ 
sidered  when  he  reaches  leaving  age  next  year. 

Blind.  One  West  Bromwich  child  was  being  educated  at  the 
Blind  Institution,  Edgbaston,  during  the  year,  and  one  fresh  case 
was  certified  and  awaiting  admission. 

Deformities.  (Spinal  curvature,  mouth  breathers).  A  number 
of  these  cases  were  receiving  massage  and  remedial  exercises  from 
the  Physical  Exercise  Instructor  from.  January  to  April  and 
October  to  November,  but  shortness  of  staff  unfortunately  necessi¬ 
tated  the  omission  of  this  treatment  during  the  summer  months, 
when  more  time  was  taken  up  with  out-door  exercises,  swimming, 
etc.,  in  the  schools. 

Excellent  results  were  being  obtained,  and  it  is  most  impor¬ 
tant  that  this  valuable  work  should  nor  be  interfered  with. 


Remedial  Exercises  and  Massage. 


Defect. 

No.  of 
Cases 
Treated. 

Cured . 

Improved. 

Un¬ 

changed. 

Spinal  Curvature 

8 

5 

2 

1 

Torticollis 

1 

1 

Weak  Chest  and  Back 
Muscles 

1 

1 

Rheumatism  of  Shoulders 

1 

1 

Malformed  Chest 

1 

i 

Neuritis 

2 

1 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis  *  ... 

1 

. . . 

1 

15 

6 

7 

2 
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Mental  Deficiency. 

Immediately  upon  my  return  from  military  service,  the 
Mental  Deficiency  Committee  considered  the  question  of  accom¬ 
modation  and  the  application  to  be  made  for  earmarking  a  certain 
number  of  beds  at  the  Barr  Hall  Colony.  The  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  were  requested  to  furnish  the  number  of  beds  they  would 
require  for  children,  and  for  this  purpose  Head  Teachers  were 
required  to  send  in  a  report  on  Form  41  D.E.,  for  each  child  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  mentally  deficient.  Reports  on  84  children  were 
received,  these  cases  were  examined  by  me  and  classified  thus : — 
requiring  Institutional  treatment,  18  boys  and  17  girls.  Non- 
Institutional  treatment,  30  boys  and  19  girls.  Arrangements 
having  been  completed  for  the  immediate  admission  of  a  few 
cases,  3  boys  and  1  girl  were  certified  by  me  and  admitted  to 
Barr  Hall.  However,  difficulties  in  securing  adequate  teaching 
staff  having  arisen,  the  certifying  of  other  cases  had  to  be  dis¬ 
continued.  We  are  informed  that  the  teaching  staff  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  September  next,  when  additional  cases  will  be  sent 

In  addition  to  the  cases  specially  reported  on,  there  were 
approximately  120  children  who  were  retarded  3  years,  many  of 
whom  would  on  examination  probably  prove  to  be  high  grade 
mental-deficients  and  not  merely  dull  or  backward. 

At  the  present  time  the  dull  and  backward  classes  are 
established  at  4  of  the  Upper  Department  Schools,  in  which  girls 
and  boys  who  at  the  age  of  12  are  2  years  retarded,  are  taken 
through  a  special  curriculum  including  a  high  proportion  of 
manual  training  for  boys  and  domestic  training  for  girls. 

Unfortunately  the  accommodation  available  is  quite  in¬ 
adequate  to  deal  with  the  numbers  eligible,  and  all  of  the  classes 
are  extremely  overcrowded,  No  class  for  children  of  this  category 
should  consist  of  more  than  20,  and  in  several  of  the  subjects 
taught  the  number  needs  to  be  reduced  to  10,  in  order  that  the 
teacher  may  be  in  a  position  to  give  the  necessary  supervision  and 
individual  instruction. 

A  special  day  school  for  industrial  and  domestic  instruction 
of  the  dull  or  high  grade  deficient  child  is  an  urgent  need  in  the 
town. 

The  experience  throughout  the  country  of  results  obtained  in 
well  equipped  schools  of  this  class  are  most  encouraging,  and  large 
numbers  of  boys  and  girls  are  annually  being  drafted  to  factories 
as  skilled  or  semi-skilled  hands,  who  would  otherwise  have 
drifted  into  the  ranks  of  unskilled  and  casual  labour. 

Expert  opinion  in  this  country  and  abroad  is  evermore  per¬ 
sistently  emphasising  the  desirability  of  permanent  segregation  of 
all  mental  deficients  in  institutions.  The  chief  arguments  in 
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support  ol  this  contention  are  strong  and  irrefutable.  Firstly, 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  majority  who  are  not  in  institutions 
is  very  low,  and  in  one  way  or  another  their  support  falls  largely 
on  the  public  purse,  whether  it  he  through  the  local  rates  or 
national  taxes.  Secondly,  the  productive  capacity  of  a  consider¬ 
able  proportion  of  mental  deficients  is  greatly  increased  the 
constant  tuition  and  supervision  available  in  an  institution,  and  the 
man  or  woman,  hoy  or  girl,  has  not  the  constant  experience  of 
being  out  of  a  job  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  he  or  she 
has  no  control.  Thirdly,  and  in  ray  opinion  most  important  of  all, 
the  opportunities  of  reproduction,  so  serious  a  problem  in  the 
case  of  uncontrolled  mental  deficients,  are  practically  nil  at  an 
institution. 

Mental  deficiency  is  transmitted  to  the  succeeding  generation 
in  accordance  with  universally  recognised  laws,  and  is  usually 
more  marked  in  succeeding  generations,  the  children  of  high 
grade  mental  deficients  being  low  grade  mental  deficients,  their 
children  being  imbeciles  or  idiots. 

The  cost  of  these  institutions  is  at  first  sight  the  great 
stumbling  block,  but  if  their  upkeep  reduces,  as  it  undoubtedly 
will,  expenditure  on  prisons,  police,  poor  law  relief,  support  and 
care  of  illegitimate  children  and  their  mothers,  supervision  at 
home  of  mental  deficients  placed  under  control,  and  special  day 
schools  for  mental  deficient  children,  and  at  the  same  time  in¬ 
creases  the  productive  capacity  of  the  individual,  the  actual 
expenditure  must  within  a  comparatively  short  time  be  less,  and 
ultimately  be  reduced  to  a  very  considerable  extent. 

OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL. 

In  May,  1919,  a  report  was  presented  to  the  Committee  by 
the  Director  of  Education  and  myself  on  this  subject.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  difficulties  were  experienced  at  the  outset  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  deliberations  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  a  suitable 
site.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  no  further  action  was  possible, 
but  at  the  moment  of  writing  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  being  in  a  position  to  proceed  with  this  important  matter 
before  the  end  of  1920. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

During  the  year  Draft  ktye-laws  regulating  the  employment 
of  school  children  and  young  persons  have  been  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Committee.  They  have  not,  however,  been  finally 
settled. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

As  in  previous  years  a  weekly  return  is  submitted  by  the 
Head  Teacher  of  each  School  Department  stating  the  number  of 
children  absent  from  school  on  account  of  specified  infectious 
diseases,  and  the  number  of  new  cases  occurring  during  the  week. 
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During  the  measles  epidemic  in  March,  April,  May  and  June, 
all  schools  affected  sent  in  daily  nominal  rolls  of  fresh  cases  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  these  cases  were  visited  as  soon 
as  possible  by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  gave  instructions  as  to 
isolation  where  such  was  possible,  and  insisted  on  the  consultation 
of  a  doctor  wherever  there  was  serious  illness.  Many  eases  were 
reported  to  and  visited  by  the  District  Nurses,  provision  for  this, 
service  having  been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

Schools  badly  affected  were  visited  at  frequent  intervals  by 
the  Schools  Medical  Supervisor  and  the  children  inspected  with  a 
view  to  the  exclusion  of  early  cases 

Appended  hereto  are  — 

(1)  A  short  statistical  statement  on  the  provision  of  meals, 

(2)  A  short  report  on  the  scheme  of  physical  exercise 
instruction. 

(3)  The  usual  official  tables  completed  as  far  as  they  are 
applicable  to  the  scheme  of  School  Medical  Inspection 
and  Treatment  carried  out  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  1919. 

I  much  regret  that  the  movement  of  the  Inspection  Clinic 
from  the  Education  Offices  to  the  School  Clinic  seems  to  some 
extent  to  have  interfered  with  the  close  relationship  which  used 
to  exist  between  the  Attendance  Officers  and  the  School  Medical 
Department. 

Steps  have  recently  been  taken  to  strengthen  this  important 
link,  and  it  is  certain  that  great  mutual  benefit  will  be  derived. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  thank  the  Director  of  Education  and 
Mr.  Lowe  for  their  constant  courtesv,  and  Mr.  Poxon  for  his 
willing  and  unremitting  services  as  clerk. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  WOOLSEY  STOCKS. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 


Statistics  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1920. 


Total  number  of  meals  supplied  ... 

3,210 

Number  of  individual  children  fed  ... 

149 

Cost  of  food  ... 

...  £36  8s.  Id. 

,,  service 

...  £5  2s.  7d. 

Average  cost  per  meal  ... 

3  lOd. 

,,  ,,  „  for  food  only 

2-72d. 

N  umber  of  children  fed  for  1  month  or  less 

90 

3>  ,,  ,,  between  1  and  2  months 

37 

„  „  „  »  2  and  3 

19 

,,  ,,  ,,  more  than  3  months 

3 
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REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

Physical  training  in  the  schools  of  this  area  is  organised  by 
and  under  the  supervision  of  two  Supervisors —Mr.  Donald 
McCuaig,  Diploma  of  the  Dunfermline  College  of  Physical  Train¬ 
ing,  and  Miss  M.  B.  Fry,  Diploma  of  the  Anstey  College. 
Remedial  Gymnastics  and  Massage  are  also  undertaken  by  the 
Supervisors  of  Physical  'Training  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Swimming  instruction  is  given  at  the  Municipal  Swimming 
Baths.  Organised  games  for  Elementary  School  children  are  taken 
in  four  public  parks  and  two  playing  fields,  the  latter  acquired  by 
the  Education  Committee  for  the  specific  purpose. 

The  Secondary  School  has  a  modern  well-equipped  gymnasium 
and  a  large  playing  field. 

Elementary  Schools. 

Daily  Lessons. 

Lessons  of  twenty  minutes’  duration  are  given  daily  in  each 
of  the  schools,  and  these  appear  to  suit  the  requirements  of  the 
case. 

Organised  Games. 

By  the  kind  permission  of  the  Baths  and  Parks  Committee  it 
has  been  possible  to  revive  and  develop  the  pre-war  scheme  of 
organised  games.  Twelve  schools  have  included  organised  games 
in  their  curriculum,  four  are  too  far  away  for  easy  access  to  any 
park,  and  it  has  not  been  possible,  so  far,  to  find  suitable  playing 
fields  for  the  pupils  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  schools. 

Different  kinds  of  games  are  played.  Football  is  played  by 
those  boys  who  are  constitutionally  sound  enough  to  benefit  from 
it,  but  gradually  postball  and  other  suitable  games  were  intro¬ 
duced.  There  are  numerous  less  strenuous  games  where  the 
element  of  personal  encounter  is  absent,  which  would  be  decidedly 
beneficial ;  and  the  ability  to  play  a  large  number  of  games  gives 
the  advantage  of  being  able  to  select  a  game  suitable  to  the  space 
and  conditions  prevailing — an  asset  in  out-of-school  games. 

Swimming. 

Boys. — Swimming  instruction  Avas  discontinued  during  the 
war  and  the  revival  of  organised  instruction  postponed  until  the 
season  1920. 

Girls. — The  swimming  instruction  re-commenced  on  Monday, 
28th  April,  and  18  swimming  classes  were  organised  Each  class 
consists  of  not  more  than  30  girls.  Scholars  are  admitted  to  the 
Public  Swimming  Baths  at  a  reduced  charge  of  Id.  each,  and  the 
bath  is  reserved  for  the  organised  instruction  on  Monday  afternoon 
and  on  luesday  and  Friday  mornings.  Each  class  receives  twenty- 
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five  minutes’  instruction  per  week  until  the  Summer  vacation. 
As  an  incentive  to  progress  free  admission  tickets  are  awarded  to 
girls  who  swam  one  length  if  absolutely  beginners  last  year,  and 
improvers  free  tickets  to  girls  who  swam  two  lengths  last  year. 

Evening  Play  Centres. 

An  Evening  Play  Centre  for  School  Children  was  opened  at 
Guns  Village  Girls’  School,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Head 
Mistress,  in  February,  1919,  and  a  second  one  was  established  at 
Greets  Green  Infants’  School,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Head 
Mistress,  in  May,  1919. 

Both  Centres  are  exceedingly  popular  with  the  children  and 
parents  alike,  and  the  restricted  accommodation  has  made  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  refuse  admission  to  many  applicants.  The  combined 
average  attendance  is  between  350  and  400. 

The  children  are  taught  a  variety  of  indoor  games  and  useful 
recreations,  whilst  in  one  Centre  the  Home  Lending  Library  is 
very  popular,  and  in  the  other  Maypole  dances  are  a  very  welcome 
form  of  play. 


Secondary  School. 

Gymnasium. 

The  fullest  possible  use  is  made  of  the  Gymnasium.  The 
system  of  physical  exercises  in  vogue  is  the  Swedish  System  of 
Educational  Gymnastics,  with  the  addition  of  recreative  exercises 
and  various  team  and  individualistic  contests. 

In  the  boys’  section  team  work  has  been  organised,  and  has 
nroved  highlv  successful  in  increasing:  the  efficiency  and  awakening 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  students  in  their  ordinary  physical  training 
lessons. 

Short  bouts  of  inter-team  wrestling  on  the  principle  of  “  first 
down  to  lose  ”  are  engaged  in  from  time  to  time,  and  this  training 
provides  the  means  not  only  to  physical  development,  but  also 
serves  to  elicit  those  manly  qualities  which  in  many  cases  are  not 
fostered  in  houses  where  the  family  contains  few  boys. 

Organised  Games. 

The  usual  inter-house  and  inter-school  matches  are  played, 
and  in  the  boys’  section,  the  weak  and  backward  and  the  non- 
athletic  students  who  are  not  up  to  the  standard  required  for 
House  or  School  football  matches  are  enabled  to  participate  in  the 
organised  games  generally,  as  the  team  organisation  introduced 
into  the  gymnasium  is  extended  to  the  playing  field.  This 
resulted  in  the  playing  of  24  additional  football  and  24  postball 
matches  during  the  season. 
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Cross  Country  Running. 

A  start  has  been  made  with  this  form  of  running,  and  with 
excellent  results. 

Swimming. 

Every  Form  has  attended  the  Municipal  Swimming  Baths 
once  per  week  from  May  to  October  in  school  hours,  when 
systematic  instruction  is  provided. 

At  the  end  of  the  swimming  session,  very  successful  swim¬ 
ming  sports  are  held,  and  some  excellent  performances  made. 

One  of  the  junior  boys  won  the  50  yards  championship  at 
the  inter-schools  swimming  sports  in  Birmingham. 


TABLE  6. 

Number  of  Children  Inspected  1st  January,  1919,  to 

31st  December,  1919. 

A.  Code  Groups. — Nil. 


B.  Groups  other  than  Code. 


(1) 

Intermediate  Group 
(other  than  8 
years). 

(2) 

Special  Cases. 

(3) 

Re-examinations 
{i.e.,  No.  of  children 
re-examined). 

(4) 

Boys 

Nil 

645 

326 

Girls 

Nil 

751 

378 

Totals 

Nil 

1396 

704 
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TABLE  II. 

Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of 
Medical  Inspection  in  1919. 


SPECIALS. 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

« 

Number 
referred  for 
treatment. 

No.  requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation,  but 
not  referred  for 
treatment 

Malnutrition 

8 

Skin  ...  ...  Uncleanliness,  Head  ... 

106 

„  Body  ... 

13 

•  .  . 

Ringworm,  Head 

20 

... 

,,  Body 

24 

•  •  • 

Scabies 

121 

•  •  • 

Impetigo  ... 

231 

.  .  . 

Other  Disease 

192 

3 

Eye  ...  ...  Defective  Vision  &  Squint 

85 

5 

External  Eye  Disease  ... 

144 

•  •  • 

Ear  ...  ..  Defective  Hearing 

20 

3 

Ear  Disease 

81 

•  •  • 

Teeth  ...  Dental  Disease 

43 

•  •  • 

Nose  and  Throat  . ..  Enlarged  Tonsils 

11 

1 

Adenoids  ... 

10 

... 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids 

23 

Defective  Speech 

.  .  . 

1 

Heart  &  Circulation  Heart  Disease,  Organic... 

8 

•  •  • 

,,  Functional 

11 

•  •  . 

Anaemia 

16 

•  •  • 

Lungs  ...  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 

Definite... 

1 

Suspected 

6 

1 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

10 

•  •  9 

Other  Disease 

16 

1 

Nervous  System  ...  M.  D. 

2 

•  •  • 

Epilepsy  ... 

5 

•  •  « 

Chorea 

8 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases 

7 

.  .  • 

Tuberculosis,  Non-  Glands 

17 

•  •  • 

pulmonary  Bones  and  Joints 

7 

Other  Forms 

4 

•  •  • 

Rickets  ... 

1 

.  .  • 

Deformities 

23 

1 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases 

168 

8 

No  Defects 

.  .  . 

8 

NOTE:  Examination  of  Ailing  Children  only 
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TABLE  III. 

Numerical  Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  in  1919. 


•- 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Attending  Public  Elementaiy 

Blind 

Schools 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(including  partially  blind) 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

for  the  Blind 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Not  at  School 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Schools 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(including  partially  deaf) 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

for  the  Deaf 

1 

3 

4 

Not  at  School 

•  •  • 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

45 

35 

80 

Eeeble 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

Minded 

Mentally  Defective  Children 

3 

1 

4 

Mentally 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 

lJencient 

Authority  during  the  year 

3 

1 

4 

Not  at  School 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Imbeciles 

At  School 

2 

4 

6 

Not  at  School 

.  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  .  • 

Idiots 

...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

i  •  • 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

3 

2 

5 

Epileptics 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

for  Epileptics 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

♦  .  . 

Not  at  School 

. . . 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Pulmonary 

Schools  (or  excluded  for 

Tubercu- 

short  periods  only) 

1 

10 

11 

losis 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

• 

Physically  Defective  Children 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Not  at  School 

1 

1 

2 

Attending  Public  Elementaiy 

Physically 

Other  forms 

Schools  (or  excluded  for 

J  t  xJ 

Defective 

of  Tuber- 

short  periods  only) 

3 

4 

7 

culosis 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

Physically  Defective  Children 

... 

.  .  • 

Not  at  School 

2 

3 

5 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Cripples 

Schools 

2 

1 

3 

other  than 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

Tubercular 

Physically  Defective  Children 

... 

.  .  . 

Not  at  School 

. . . 

Dull  or  Backward! 

Retarded  two  years 

200 

300 

500* 

Retarded  three  years 

60 

60 

120* 

t  Judged  aceoi'ding  to  age  and  standard.  *  Approximate  figures. 


TABLE  IV. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  During  the  Year  1919. 
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Tonsils  and  Adenoids  awaiting  operation.  f  See  note  at  foot  of  Table  VII. 
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TABLE  V. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT. 

* 

Table  showing  Subscriptions,  Notes  Obtained  and  Issued  at 
Various  Hospitals  in  the  Neighbourhood. 


West 

Bromwich 

District 

Hospital. 

Orthopaedic 

Hospital, 

B’harn. 

Ear  and 
Throat 
Hospital, 
B:ham. 

Totals. 

Subscriptions  paid 

£15  15s. 

£5  5s. 

£1  Is. 

£22  Is. 

No.  of  Notes  Received... 

GO 

30 

6 

96 

,,  ,,  Issued 

93  • 

21 

9 

123 

No.  of  Cases  Treated  ... 

89 

9 

7 

105 

Several  notes  were  remaining  over,  purchased  in  the  Autumn  of 

the  previous  year. 


Analysis  of  Cases. 


West  Bromwich  Hospital — 

Eye  Cases  (Defective  Vision)  72 
Cardiac  Debility  ...  1 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  9 

Epilepsy  ...  ...  1 

Catarrh  ...  ...  1 

Orthopedic  and  Spinal  Hospital 

Knock  Knee  ...  ...  1 

Torticollis  ...  ...  1 

Rickets  ...  ...  1 

Contraction  of  Tendon  of 
Thumb  ...  ...  1 

Ear  and  Throat  Hospital — 

Otorrhoea  ...  ...  3 

Deafness  ...  ...  1 

Tracheal  Fistula.,.  ...  1 


Circumcision  ...  ...  1 

Tubercular  Adenitis  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  1 

Abscess  on  Scalp  ...  1 

Ingrowing  Toe  Nail  ...  1 

Hip  Joint  Disease  ...  3 

Talipes  ...  ...  1 

Short  Thigh  and  Spinal 

Curvature  ...  ...  1 


Mastoid  ...  ...  1 

Adenoids  ...  ...  1 
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TABLE  VI. 

DENTAL  DEPAKTMENT. 
Inspections. 


Number  of  scholars  inspected — 2213  boys,  2117  girls  ...  4330 


33 

33 

,,  with  all  sound  teeth 

862 

33 

3  3 

,,  ,,  carious  teeth 

...  3468 

33 

.33 

,,  ,,  4  or  more  carious  teeth 

...  1249 

Treatment. 

Number 

of  children  treated  ... 

...  1282 

33 

extractions,  temporary  teeth 

...  1273 

>) 

33 

,,  permanent  ,, 

179 

j) 

33 

fillings,  temporary  „ 

173 

jj 

33 

,,  permanent  ,, 

371 

33 

33 

dressings 

151 

33 

33 

scaling  and  cleaning 

45 

TABLE  VII. 


Children  attended  in  their  own  homes  by  Nurses 
Number  of  visits  paid 

At  Clinic,  Minor  Ailments — 

Cases  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Attendances  ... 


93 

...  1,199 

...  1 ,468  f 
_  10,020 


f  This  figure  approximates  more  closely  to  that  in  Table  IV. 
of  children  requiring  treatment,  than  does  the  figure  in  Table  IV. 
of  defects  treated,  as  several  records  could  not  be  found  when  the 
new  Superintendent  of  the  District  Nursing  Association  took  over 
the  work  from  the  retiring  Superintendent. 


